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sante, and his machinations and intrigues in Mandalay were at an
end. While these diplomatic representations were being conducted
an occurrence took place, most opportunely, in August 1885, which
demanded even more prompt and decided action, while at the same
time it had the unquestionable advantage of fixing the quarrel with
the King of Ava on an issue with which the French Government
could not possibly admit themselves to be mixed up.

One of the chief industries in Upper Burma is the timber

trade, and in this there was much capital invested by various

The Bombay-Burma Trad-    Lower Burma companies and by indivi-

ing Corporation.         ^^t    r^^ traders being for the most

part British subjects, their position and interests in Upper Burma
were guarded by the influence of the British Government at the Court
of Ava, and the rights conceded to them were in accordance with
the treaties between the two Governments. In the summer of
1885 the actions of the Bombay-Burma Trading Corporation were
called into question by the Burmese Government and an arbitrary fine
of twenty-three lakhs of rupees was imposed upon it. It must be here
noted that the imposition of this enormous fine was proved to be
partly due to the desire of the Burmese Government to force
British influence out of the country, and to substitute it by French
influence. The fine was one that the Corporation could not pay,
and in .default of immediate payment all their forest leases were
to be cancelled, and their property seized and confiscated by the
Government.

As regards the imposition of the fine there is no doubt that the
Burmese had some causes of complaint against the Bombay-Burma
Trading Company, but these were not commensurate with the fine
imposed. Under existing circumstances the imposition of a fine
which wo^ld expel large British influences from Upper Burma,
to make room for French influence, had a grave political signi-
ficance, so much so that the case was immediately taken up by
the British Government.

It should be observed that the rupture that now took place
between the two Governments did not occur because the British
Government considered the fine unjust, but because the Burmese
refused to allow them to enquire into its justness.

As soon as the matter had beenjreported by the Corporation to
the Government of India, an intimation, was given to the Burmese
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